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From the President 

Welcome to the AFFHO June Newsflash. The AFFHO AGM was held on the 9 May with 17 member Societies 
represented. Following Robyn William’s notification to step down as president I have taken on the role. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Robyn for her leadership, management and organisation over the last five years, which 
included two AFFHO Congresses. Also stepping down from Council are Kerry Farmer (NSW) and Marg Doherty (QLD) 
and also Secretary. Thank you for your time on Council and we wish you well in your future endeavours.  

For those re-standing for Council and our new members (listed below) I also thank you, 
welcome you and look forward to working with you in the coming year. Unfortunately, 
we do not have a secretary or a vice-president, but hopefully someone will come 
forward in the near future. 

Being an umbrella organisation for member societies can be rather challenging. The 
aims and objectives are different to those for societies working directly with individual 
members. However, the objects of our organisation are still to assist, encourage, 
coordinate, promote and foster activities and related to family history and genealogy 
and allied matters throughout Australasia. But at the organisation level rather than the 
personal. But most of all we need to provide a means of communication between 
member societies on matters of Australasian relevance. 

Which brings me to the Newsflash. Material has been rather short for a little while now. 
What do you want to see in your newsletters? What would you like promoted? Please 
let me know your thoughts and suggestions president@affho.org .  

To boost our newsletter, I would like to see more of our member societies sharing their events and achievements from 
their previous three months. Also hints and tips on what you have found works well with your society and with your 
membership. What issues you feel you are mitigating and how you are resolving these. 

Before our next newsletter we will have National Family History Month (NFHM). Alex is well on the way with plans for 
the month and there will be the opportunity again for member societies to promote their activities and events which 
are occurring throughout the month.  

In this newsletter, have a look at the Nick Vine Hall Award for 2022. We have extended the close date to 30 
June 2023. The journals and newsletters are not restricted to print publications. Please enter your society 
communications for a chance to win! 
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SAG’s Online Book Club 

On 21 February, The Society of Australian Genealogists had its first online Book Club meeting of 
the year. SAG members and guests were lucky enough to be joined by author Nathan Dylan 
Goodwin to discuss his genealogical mystery The Sawtooth Slayer, published in late 2022. Some 
readers may be familiar with Goodwin’s ‘forensic genealogist’ series of books, and his work has 
been very well received, particularly by the family history community. The meeting provided an 
opportunity to discuss the ways in which books, whether fiction or not, can inspire readers in 
their own family history investigations. For example, The Sawtooth Slayer takes the reader step-
by-step through a case and unmasks a killer using traditional DNA methods, with the advent of 
new technologies providing Goodwin with inspiration for his fiction. For genealogists, fiction can 
indeed have a lot to offer.  

The SAG Book Club is a free event for all members of the SAG and is open to non-members for a 
fee. It is an occasion to share thoughts and moments from a book that have stuck with readers 
and discover things they hadn’t noticed at first read. For those interested in the craft of writing 
itself, a discussion with an author about their writing process is enormously valuable. Authors who 
write about genealogy practice the delicate skill of balancing general enjoyment with the interests 
of a target audience of family history researchers. 

The second session of SAG’s Book Club for 2023 featured Stephen McGann, well-known as an 
actor, discussing his 2017 book Flesh and Blood: A History of My Family in Seven Sicknesses. 
McGann’s book recounts a family history of immigration, illness, and survival. The book also 
demonstrates how to tie one’s personal family history research in with the broader social histories 
in which their ancestors inhabited. This session provided another opportunity for SAG members to 
share their reactions and insights, as well as de-mystify the process of writing truly engaging 
family history. 

The (online) Book Club is just one more reason to consider joining the SAG. Consider registering as 
a member of the SAG today: https://www.sag.org.au/join-us . 

FHACT Heritage Month Wrap Up 

April 2023 marked the 40th Canberra and Region Heritage Festival. Family History ACT helped celebrate with five events 
during the month of April. It made for an incredibly busy month for our volunteers but also a very enjoyable one. 

Our last event was a very successful Library Open Day 
attended by over 35 visitors. This included 25 who 
took advantage of our sessions for members of the 
public to talk with an experienced Society member to 
start to Shake their Family Tree. Some fascinating and 
helpful conversations were had. 

The month started for us on 4 April with our Father 
Brian Maher Lecture which was delivered this year by 
Cheryl Bollard, our Treasurer and Project Leader for 
the Canberra Pioneers Project. The lecture was 
attended by over 50 people including ACT Heritage 
Minister Rebecca Vassarotti, who has discovered that 
she has connections to families in the Maher 
Collection, and by members of Fr Maher’s family who 
were thrilled to learn of our efforts to preserve and 
make available Fr Maher’s legacy. 

A number of families joined our Childrens Scavenger 
Hunt on April 15th. 

And while Barb Toohey and Cheryl were managing 
that activity at Riverside Cemetery in Queanbeyan, 
another group led by Mel McNamara was 
representing us at the National Trust Open Day at 
Duntroon Dairy where Canberra’s beautiful autumn 

Gina Tooke demonstrating Family Tree Maker.  
Barbara Toohey helping a guest with their research. 

Cheryl Bollard presenting. L-R: Cheryl Bollard,  
Minister Rebecca Vassarotti and Rosemary McKenzie. 

In the broader AFFHO context, if you have any questions or suggestions on how we might assist your organisation 
please email me at president@affho.org . 

Rosemary McKenzie, President AFFHO 
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Nick Vine Hall Award for 2022 

Entries close 30 June 2023 

The Nick Vine Hall Award is awarded annually to AFFHO member societies for the best family 
history journal or newsletter. AFFHO provides this award to encourage its member societies to 
produce quality communications for their membership in the form of journals or newsletters. 
The award also honours the work of Nick Vine Hall AM. 

The competition is open to member societies of AFFHO in two categories:  

 Category A – less than 500 members 

 Category B – more than 500 members 

Your journal or newsletter can be published digitally or in print format, and dated for 2022. The 
conditions of entry and the entry form are on the AFFHO website . 

Nick Vine Hall AM was a recognised Australian authority in the fields of family history, 
genealogy and heraldry, and an enthusiastic champion of family history research in Australia. He 

had a considerable flair for public relations and marketing skills, which he used to popularise family history research, 
and make social history a matter of serious pursuit in Australia. 

Vine Hall was the chairman of the Australian Federation of Family History Organisations Census Working Party, which 
persuaded the Australian government to trial the voluntary retention of the 2001 national census. In February 2006, 
legislative changes made this trial a permanent feature of all future Australian censuses. 

Among many other achievements, Nick Vine Hall joined the Heraldry and Genealogy Society of Canberra (HAGSOC) in 
1988, he was a founding member of the Huguenot Society of Australia established in 2003, and in 2006 was made a Life 
Member of the Society of Australian Genealogists. After a long battle with cancer, he passed away in 2006 at the age  
of 62 in Melbourne, Victoria. 

Past winners (no awards made in 2021) 

Nick Vine Hall Award for 2020 

Category A – less than 500 members 

 Winner: Links 'N' Chains No. 126, October 2020, Liverpool Genealogy Society Inc. 

 Runner Up: The Endeavour No.145, December 2020, Botany Bay Family History Society Inc. 

Category B – more than 500 members 

 Winner: Ancestor Volume 35 No.4, December 2020, The Genealogical Society of Victoria Inc. 

 Runner Up: Descent Vol. 50 Part 3, Spring 2020, Society of Australian Genealogists Inc. 

weather brought out good crowds.  

After a Covid-induced hiatus June Penny (assisted by 
Pennie Pemberton) conducted her Torchlight Tours 
at St Johns Churchyard over three nights. The tours 
were fully booked on every evening. Attendees on 
the Monday night received an added bonus when the 
Rector, Rev. David McLennan, accompanied the tour 
and invited participants to view the inside of the 
church where he provided a brief commentary on the memorials that line the walls. As is our practice, the proceeds of 
these tours have been shared with the St Johns Schoolhouse Museum. 

Organising this many events required a lot of work from many of our members and we thank them all for their 
contributions. 

Participants in the Cemetery Scavenger Hunt.  
Photos: Barbara Toohey. 

The well in the Duntroon Dairy.  
Family History ACT information at the Open Day. 

June Penny introducing the departed.  
June Penny welcoming the visitors to St Johns tour. 
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